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Rediscovering the Indie Web: A Hopeful Escape
from the Corporate Dystopia

• You Should Check Out the Indie Web (Youtube)
• Old Websites Were Cooler, Actually (Youtube)
• Whatever Happened to Profile Customization? (Youtube)
• Why is Everything So Bland Now? (Youtube)
• Why The Indieweb? (Youtube)

The internet, once a beacon of creativity and freedom, has succumbed to corporate
tyranny. Social media platforms have morphed into soul-sucking, manipulative,
and toxic environments, driven by profit rather than the well-being of users. The
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dream of a decentralized, user-centric web seems distant as giant corporations
dominate our digital lives. However, there is hope for those who seek to escape
the pile of trash social media has brought upon us. The answer lies not in the
much-hyped Web3, but in the simpler, more genuine Indie Web—a return to the
roots of the internet as a decentralized, community-driven space.

The Illusion of Web3
Web3 proponents paint a picture of a decentralized utopia where privacy is
paramount, and users have control over their data. They envision a world where
artists are fairly compensated, and decisions are made democratically by online
communities. It sounds like a dream come true, especially for those of us who
grew up imagining a metaverse of endless possibilities.

But here’s the hard truth: Web3 is largely a rebranding effort of the same
old crypto promises we’ve been hearing for over a decade. The technology
underpinning Web3 is often opaque and poorly understood even by its biggest
advocates. The narrative of inevitable change and fear of missing out (FOMO)
is a red flag, commonly used by scammers to peddle new tokens and blockchain-
enabled services with dubious value.

The Reality of the Indie Web
In stark contrast to the corporate dystopia of mainstream social media and the
overhyped promises of Web3, the Indie Web offers a refreshing alternative. The
Indie Web, also known as the small web or the yesterweb, is made up of small,
personal websites created by individuals. These sites are discovered not through
the algorithms of search giants but through user exploration and word of mouth.

Imagine a web where you find an anti-NFT page through a pixel art site, which
you discovered via a doll-centered website. This organic, user-driven discovery
process harks back to the early days of the internet, where web rings, site affiliates,
and top 100 page aggregators were key to navigating the digital landscape.

The Tools of the Indie Web
Navigating the Indie Web requires a different set of tools and a mindset of
exploration. Traditional search engines like Google are less effective at uncovering
these hidden gems. Instead, resources like the Internet Archive’s Wayback
Machine, Geocities, and smaller, more specialized search engines come into play.

The Indie Web thrives on a sense of community and shared interests. Web
rings—a collection of similarly themed websites linked together in a ring—are a
prime example of this. Each site in the ring links to the next, creating a network
of interconnected pages that are discovered through user curiosity rather than
algorithmic recommendation.
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The Promise of a Better Internet
The Indie Web embodies the original spirit of the internet: a decentralized,
community-driven space where creativity and individuality are celebrated. It
offers a refuge from the corporate-controlled, manipulative environments of
mainstream social media and the false promises of Web3. By returning to the
principles of the early internet, we can reclaim the web as a place of genuine
connection and innovation.

In conclusion, while Web3 may promise a utopian future, its reality falls short.
The Indie Web, on the other hand, provides a tangible, user-centric alternative
to the corporate dystopia we find ourselves in today. By embracing the Indie
Web, we can create a more equitable, decentralized internet that truly serves its
users.

The Indie Web Resurgence: A Return to Personalization
and Creativity
In the early days of the internet, personal expression reigned supreme. Platforms
like GeoCities allowed users to create vibrant, eclectic websites adorned with
colorful graphics, blinking GIFs, and auto-playing MIDI songs. This was a time
when the web was a digital playground, a place where individuality and creativity
flourished. However, as the internet evolved, the landscape of online expression
changed dramatically. Today, a new movement is emerging to reclaim the web’s
original spirit: the indie web resurgence.

The Golden Age of Customization

GeoCities: The Pioneering Platform

GeoCities, launched in 1994, was a free web hosting service that empowered users
to build their own websites from scratch. Organized into thematic neighborhoods
like Hollywood for entertainment and Tokyo for anime, GeoCities was a haven for
creativity. Users could customize every aspect of their pages, from backgrounds
and fonts to guestbooks and chat rooms. This platform democratized web
publishing, making it accessible even to those without coding skills. Despite its
eventual shutdown by Yahoo in 2009, GeoCities left an indelible mark on the
internet’s history.

The Rise of MySpace

MySpace, launched in 2003, took web personalization to new heights. Initially
a social networking site, MySpace allowed users to extensively customize their
profiles. This was made possible by a programming oversight that enabled HTML
editing within user profiles. MySpace became a cultural phenomenon, especially
among independent musicians and subcultures like emo and goth. However, its
very customizability contributed to its decline, as the site became a target for
hackers and gained a reputation for being unsafe. This, combined with the rise
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of a more standardized and “safer” platform—Facebook—led to MySpace’s fall
from grace.

The Shift to Standardization

Facebook: The Era of Uniformity

Unlike its predecessors, Facebook offered little room for personalization.
Launched in 2004, Facebook’s uniform profile design focused on the social aspect
of networking rather than individual expression. This standardized approach,
appealing to advertisers and users seeking a safer experience, quickly gained
traction. By the late 2000s, Facebook had become the dominant social network,
ushering in an era where personal profiles were stripped of unique flair in favor
of uniformity and safety.

The Indie Web Movement

NeoCities: A Modern Revival

In response to the homogenization of the web, platforms like NeoCities emerged.
Launched in 2013, NeoCities aimed to revive the spirit of GeoCities, offering
users a space to create and share personal websites with the same freedom
and creativity of the early web. While NeoCities users generally exhibit more
refined design sensibilities, the platform retains the playful and eclectic nature
of its predecessor. This movement is driven by a desire to break free from the
constraints of modern social media and reclaim a web that users can truly make
their own.

The Importance of Personalization

Why Personal Expression Matters

The resurgence of interest in personalized web spaces underscores a fundamental
human need: the desire for individuality and self-expression. As highlighted
in a recent YouTube video by tactiq.io, personalizing one’s online presence is
a way to assert one’s identity and uniqueness. The video nostalgically recalls
the days of highly customized profiles on platforms like GeoCities and MySpace,
contrasting them with the sterile, uniform profiles of modern social media.

Dead Internet Theory
The Dead Internet Theory posits that most of the internet is fake, controlled by
big corporations, and populated by content either produced by these corporations
or generated by AI. The theory suggests that a significant portion of the web is
inundated with bot activity and AI-generated content, overshadowing genuine
human interaction.
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Corporate Control and AI Domination
It is believed that most websites are either directly controlled by big corporations
or hosted on platforms that are heavily influenced by them. These platforms
employ shadow banning and censorship to suppress dissenting voices, creating
an environment where authentic content struggles to survive.

The rise of generative AI has significantly altered the internet landscape. With the
advent of technologies like ChatGPT, businesses have found economic incentives
to integrate AI into their content production processes. This has led to an
overwhelming presence of lifeless digital content that is often indistinguishable
from human-created material.

The Rise of Bots and Synthetic Media
Approximately 30% of internet traffic is attributed to bots. These bots, along
with AI-generated content, flood websites, reducing the space for real human
interaction. The proliferation of synthetic media, including deep fakes and
misinformation campaigns, poses significant risks to society. These include fraud,
political unrest, and the potential for widespread manipulation.

The release of generative AI technologies marked a turning point, accelerating
the spread of synthetic content. This has led to a digital environment where
the line between real and synthetic content is increasingly blurred, making it
difficult for users to discern the truth.

Regulatory Challenges and Ethical Concerns
Efforts to regulate generative AI have lagged behind its rapid adoption. Existing
laws are insufficient to address the complexities introduced by these technologies.
The internet, once a platform for genuine human connection and information
sharing, has become a shadow of its former self.

As we navigate this changing digital landscape, it is crucial to address the ethical
concerns raised by AI-generated content. The power of AI to create content at
scale demands careful consideration of its implications. Effective regulation is
necessary to mitigate the negative impacts of AI technology and ensure a safer,
more authentic online environment.

Looking Forward
The transformation of the internet raises important questions about the future of
online interactions. Recognizing the dangers posed by synthetic media is the first
step towards a more authentic digital space. By addressing these challenges, we
can work towards preserving the integrity of the internet and fostering genuine
human connections.
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Conclusion

The indie web resurgence represents a pushback against the standardization
and commercialization of the internet. By embracing platforms like NeoCities
and celebrating the chaotic creativity of the early web, users are reclaiming a
space where personal expression can thrive. This movement is not just about
nostalgia; it’s about envisioning a future where the web is once again a canvas
for individuality and creativity. Whether through stickers on a water bottle or
a fully customized personal website, the spirit of personalization continues to
shape how we interact with the digital world.
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